
Compare and Contrast Paper Guidelines

For this compare and contrast paper, you will be selecting at least two pieces in the museum to 
write about.  You can select from some of these examples: 1. a piece that you like and a piece that you do 
not like. 2. two pieces that you like. 3. two pieces that you do not like. 4. two pieces that are similar.  5. 
two pieces that are different.

For this paper you will be writing about the two or more pieces using the vocabulary we have 
used in class and from the lecture on the Elements and Principles of Design.  You do not need to write 
about all of the vocabulary words, you can just use the ones that help you to compare and contrast the 
two pieces that you choose. 

The paper needs to be 1 1/2 to 2 pages typewritten on a word processor, MLA format, 12 pt. font, double 
spaced, and must include images (see number 5 below).  You must turn in a hard copy of the paper, no 
emailed papers will be accepted.  The paper must be handed in on the due date.  If the paper is turned in 
late it will be one grade lower each class period that passes.

1. Include artist information when you talk about a piece. This should include the artists name, title of 
the piece in italics, year it was made, and any supplemental information provided on the tag at the 
museum.  No collection information needs to be noted.

2. Do not use an acronym for the museum unless you specify in the beginning of the document what 
it means.  Example: The American Museum of Ceramic Art (AMOCA).  If you do this at the 
beginning it is ok later to refer to the museum as AMOCA.

3. When referring to a piece begin by using the artists first and last name.  In later sentences you 
can use the artists last name.  Example:  Kohl uses the imagery to emphasize awareness of water 
issues in his cup series.  This would be an acceptable later sentence.

4. You should have an introduction paragraph and a conclusion paragraph.  The introduction can be 
used to formulate a thesis statement about what you may have noticed about the similarities and 
differences in the pieces that you are critiquing.  The conclusion should restate your thesis and 
you can formulate a conclusion about what you found in your comparison.

5. You should incorporate your photos so that the text wraps around the image.  If you can not do 
this, get help from the writing center, or put the photographs on a separate page (not glued or 
taped to the page).  These pictures should be labeled with either “Figure 1”, or can be marked 
with the artist info from point number 1 above (artist name, title of the piece in italics, and year if 
available.
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