
Soft Slab Project

! For this project you will be learning how to build using slab construction.  A 
slab is a thin sheet of clay that can be used to build larger pieces quickly.  For 
this Project you will be making three pieces, each worth 25 points.  Remember 
that slabs are a quick way to work on a larger scale, so try and get bigger than 
the size of your pinch pots.  If you choose to make smaller pieces then you may 
want to think about making more than the required number or three, you can 
make a few of each.  Also, it will never hurt your grade to make more than what is 
required of you, and you will learn more in the process.  

Free Form:

! The free form slab building technique is to build using a slab with no support 
in the middle to hold the shape.  The result most of the time is a more free 
looking form, hence the name.  Other than the building technique there are no 
other requirements for this form.

Supported Form:

! For this piece you will be finding a form to build around and provide support 
for the shape.  You can use anything for this form, as long as there are no 
undercuts.  This means that if there is a taper on your form it must taper down 
towards the bottom so that when you are finished building around your form, you 
can remove the form.  You must remove the form after you are finished.  If you 
do not remove it your piece will shrink around the form and crack.  Remember to 
wrap your form in newspaper before you add clay into the mix, and use the boy 
wrapping method that we talked about in class (don’t tape the newspaper to the 
form).  

Slab Plate:

! This piece can be built a number of ways.  You can add a foot to the bottom 
of a cut out slab that is close to the edge to create a sushi style plate, or you can 
use a plaster form to make a more dramatic platter style piece.  

! There are a couple of more requirements for this project.  For one of these 
pieces you must use your stamps (stretched or just stamped), and there will be 
25 points given for your sketchbook on possible ideas.  These ideas do not have 
to come to life in your pieces, but I want you to start sketching shapes that you 
are interested in making.

Total Points Possible:  100


